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Interim report as per direction of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of
India in Writ petition (Civil) No.649 of 2018( Mrunalini Padhi

Petitioner ..Versus--Union of India and others —Respondents).

The Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in Writ Petition
(Civil ) No. 649 of 2018 by its interim order dated 08.06.2018 directed

the District Judge, Puri , to give a report on factual aspects of

(a)Difficulties faced by the visitors;
(b)Exploitative Practices, if any ;
(c)Deficiencies in the management, if any ;
(d)Suggestions, if any in Shri Jagannath
Temple, Puri.
The Honble Supreme Court further directed to give

interim report by 30™ June 2018 taking assistance of the Collector and
Administrator Puri. The Hon'ble Supreme Court also directed to
consider any earlier Study/report on the subject.

In pursuance of the direction of the Hon'ble Supreme
Court of India I held a meeting with the Chief Administrator Shri
Jagannath Temple Administration Puri, the Collector, Puri,
Superintendent of Police Puri along with other Administrators of the
temple and apprised them about the directions of the Supreme Court
and implementation of interim order of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of
India. [ requested the Chief Administrator to give following
informations in order to identify the aspects in which interim report is
to be submitted.

(i) All reports of commissions including interim report

of Hon'ble Justice Shri B.P. Das regarding reformation
to be made in the Temple management .

(ii) Copy of R.O.Rs of Sevaks and report of special
officer L.Panda Special Judge who prepared the
R.O.Rs.

(iii) Report regarding performance of different Nitis in
the temple .

(iv) List of sevaks employed for Nitis and staff of Shri



Jagannath Temple Office , Puri and their emoluments .
(v) Places of installation of CC T.V cameras in the
Temple Premises.

(vi) Number of Hundis installed in Shri Jagannath
Temple Premises.

(vii) Funds of Shri Jagannath Temple.

(viii) Internal and external audits reports of funds and
their utilization.

(ix) Arrangement for collection of money and
valuables from Hundis.

(x) Whether any Nijog or Sevaks receive any offerings
inside the temple premises.

(xi) Offering of Bhogs to deities their management sale
whether any control of temple administration is in

respect of preparation of Bhoga, hygienic condition of
Rosa Ghara.

(xii) Security arrangement in the Temple Premises and
other information which are necessary as per order of
the Hon'ble Supreme Court in the interim order in writ
petition copy of which has already been sent for
information and necessary action.

I also requested the Superintendent of Police Puri to give
information about cases registered against Sevaks and staff for
harassing, exploiting pilgrims or visitors in or around the temple
premises and suggestion for hassle free Darshan in Shri Jagannath
Temple, Puri. Besides [ also requested in subsequent letter to the
Superintendent of Police, Puri for a meeting with me about security
arrangement in Shri Jagannath Temple, Puri and to submit information
regarding deployment of police personnel and O.S.A.P. in security
arrangement.

The matters referred to the District Judge, Puri are
interlinked and justified by tradition and religion. I invited public

responses about the matters by public notice. In response to the notice
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76 responses are filed by way of affidavit. Out of 76 responses 23 are
from general public ,9 responses are from different religious institutions
and one from press reporter. The Bar Association Puri also submitted
their affidavit . Chairman State Bar Council of Orissa, Cuttack and 9
other advocates individually have also filed their affidavits. I have
also received affidavits from different Nijogs of Sevaks in Shri
Jagannath Temple such as affidavit of President, of Chhatisa Nijog
ShreeMandir , Puri. Pujapanda Nijog, Pratihari Nijog, Mekap Nijog,
Patribadu Nijog, Puspalak Nijog, Bimanbadu Nijog , Kotha Suansia
Sevax Nijog, Bhitar Sevayat Nijog, Sudha Suara Nijog, Kasinath
Khuntia Secretary Shri Jagannath Sevayat Sammilani, Khuntia Nijog,
Mukhapakhal Nijog, Chunura, Garuda Seva,Mohadeep, Dhwajabandha
Seva Nijog. Besides several individual sevaks have also filed their
individual affidavits.

The responses can be classified into two broad
categories, one of public and other of Sevaks.
Responses of Public

The suggestion of the general public is to ensure hassle
free Darshan. Their Complain is about misbehaviour of Sevaks,
inducement, harassment to collect money from visitors . They
complain about inducement at Bahar Katha, Bhitar Katha, NataMandap
at the time of Darshan of Lord Shri Balabhadra , Maa Subhadra and
Lord Shri Jagannath by Sevaks . They also complain about inducement
, harassment and extortion of money by Sevaks at Kalpabata, Rohini
Kunda, Bimala Temple, Laxmi Temple. Some also complain that Pandas
moving around the temple premises and outside the temple premises
are inducing people to make Bhog and take them to different Nijog
offices in the temple premises where they are induced to give more
money to make Bhog. It is gathered from public grievance that if a
person pays Rs. 100/~ for Bhog he is given Bhog worth of Rs. 25/-
only and remaining Rs. 75/- are shared by Nijog , Suar and Panda.
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Some people also complain about quality of Bhogs sold for Public in
Ananda bazar . They also complain that Bhogs cooked in Rosa Ghara
of the temple for sale to public in Ananda Bazar are sold in much
higher rate than it should be. The temple management has no control
over the quality and rate of cooked as well as dry Bhogs for public
sale in Ananda Bazar . Some Senior Citizen complain that there is no
provision for Senior Citizen, women and children for separate queues
for hassle free Darshan. There are also some suggestion about
necessary changes in management committee to make it more
efficient. Some responses are about poor inefficient security
arrangement in the temple premises. The people also do not appreciate
hours of waiting in queue for Darshan .Sufficient C.C.T.V cameras
should be installed in the temple premises to record incidents of
harassment, inducement, , assault and misbehaviour to visitors by
Sevaks and Pandas. The income and expenditure of the temple should
be in Public account and the same is to be audited by Accountant
General . The audit report should be submitted to Govt. The Govt.
should place the audit report in State Assembly for information of
members of Assembly and should be uploaded in Website for
information of general public. There is also demand for maintenance of
hygiene and clean environment in Rosa ghar (Kitchen) and Ananda
Bazar and temple premises. Auction of Saraghar(store room), Kalpabata
and Rohini Kunda should be stopped and these places should be under
control of the temple management. There is also suggestion that Sevaks
should send their representatives to managing committee. The Govt.
should not nominate representatives of Sevaks in the Managing
Committee. There is also suggestion from Bar that a person of Puri
town should be nominated to the Managing Committee. The Temple
management should provide sufficient urinals , latrines out side the
temple premises at all the four entry points of the temple . The temple

management should also provide first aid facility inside the temple
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